194                         MY    FATHER

work as a Guardian has proved to him the impossi-
bility of operating a means test fairly. For example,
you immediately penalize the thrifty worker who
may have been able to gather together a decent
home or even to own a house. Two workers may
be unemployed, both with families. One may own
a piano, a wireless-set, and a decent suite of furni-
ture; the other may have no piano, no wireless-set,
and may sleep with his family in orange-boxes. The
former may have been hard-working and thrifty
and in receipt of good wages. The latter may have
been hard-working and thrifty too, but miserably
underpaid all through his life and unable to provide
decently for his family even when in work* How
will you judge between these two?

As father says, " the way to test whether a man is
trying to get money under false pretences is to offer
him a job/5 And again, "the community is respon-
sible to the individual and the individual is respon-
sible to the community"* He has said these
things on platforms and has written them in
pamphlets-
He has reiterated them in the House of Commons.
Nobody who knows him could doubt that as a
member of the Cabinet he must have used every
endeavour to compel the Prime Minister and his
iron Chancellor to act in the spirit of their own
Election Manifesto "Labour and the Nation", pub-
lished in 1929.

Mr. Snowden was responsible for much of the
actual wording of this manifesto*   Indeed the type-